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GWRRA TEXAS DISTRICT  
PART OF REGION H (THE HOSPALITY REGION) 

F RIENDS  F OR  F UN ,  SAFETY ,   
AND  KNOWLEDGE  

Congratulations To TEXAS 
At the March Region H Rally in Marshall Texas a 
new Region H Chapter of the Year was named.  
Congratulations to CD Rick and Sherry Lowe 
and all the members from Baytown Texas Chap-
ter C.  If you do not remember they took the 
Chapter Participation award last year at the 
Texas Rally.  They are challenging any chapter 
to try to take it this year. 
 
Also congratulations to the new Region H Cou-
ple Of the Year, Randy and Kathy Reese from 
Texas, who now take over the Region H COY 
position from Steve and Carolyn Cotton.  Steve 
and Carolyn will be competing in the Interna-
tional Couple Of the Year in Billings Montana at 
Wing Ding.  Steve and Carolyn are looking for 
your support in Billings.  
 

Update on Dave Simmons 
As noted last month Dave was diagnosed with 
lung Cancer in December.  By the first of March 
Dave will have completed the radiation treatment 
and will be on a 6 month rest from the chemo 
treatments.  The doctor has indicated the treat-
ments have gone well and cancer is in the proc-
ess of shrinking.  Dave feels great and is looking 
for a speedy recovery.  Please keep Dave in 
your thoughts and prayers 
===================================== 

Daylight Savings Time (DST) 
Correction to the last months article about Day-
light Savings Time.. Although it was imple-
mented through out the USA one state still does 
not observe DST.  Do you know what state that 
is? 
Correction# There are two states that do not 
observe DST. Can you name them? 
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District Director 

txdd@gwrra-tx.org 

Mike & Robin Thacker 

281-686-8892 

 

 

Assistant District Director 

txadd2@gwrra-tx.org 

Newsletter Editor 

NLE@gwrra-tx.org 

Webmaster 

webmaster@gwrra-tx.org 

Tom & Dawn Sprague 

858-755-6071 

 

Rider Education  

TxEd@gwrra-tx.org  

Randy & Kathy Reese 

512-744-3635 

 

 

Treasurer 

Diane Shults 281-642-4619 

TxTreasurer@gwrra-tx.org 

Entertainment Coordinator 

Entertainment@gwrra-tx.org 

Vendor Coordinator 

TxVC@gwrra-tx.org 

Kenny Shults 713-562-3994 

 

Assistant Rider Educator 

TxEda@gwrra-tx.org  

Scott Finnell 

512-591-7631 

 

 

Membership Enhancement  

Coordinator 

Couple of The Year Coord 

Steve & Donna VanGilder 

210-391-9495 

TxMEC@gwrra-tx.org 

 

Leadership Training 

TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Leadership Trainer 

Cliff & Gillian Allen 

214-886-5798 

 

Chapter  of the Year  

Coordinators 

CHOY@gwrra-tx.org  

Gillian Allen 

214-886-5798 

 

 

District Couple Of the Year 

2015 / 2016 

TXCOY@gwrra-tx.org 

Randy & Kathy Reese 

512-744-3635 

 

Don’t get caught with an April Fool 

joke on Friday April 1st. 

 

Don’t forget 18 April is TAX day 

 

Earth day is April 23 

 

And for all the Jewish folk 

Passover starts on April 23 

 TEXAS DISTRICT TEAM 
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We had a great time at the Region Rally in Mar-
shall, Texas. Our next stop is the Louisiana 
Rally in Lafayette on August 31st. Then we will 
head to Texas Chapter O weekend rally in 
Fredericksburg Tx. At the Lady Bird Johnson 
Municipal Park on April 9th. 
 

Congratulation TEXAS! 

Our very own Texas District Couple of the Year 
was chosen to represent Region as the Region 
Couple of the Year. It was a hard decision for 
all of the judges, but Randy and Kathy Reese 
did Texas proud. They were great. They were 
having a lot of fun and it showed. We can’t wait 
until next year to see them make the Interna-
tional Couple of the Year (we know they will) 

 

OH, TEXAS is not done yet! 

Within the Texas Dis-

trict, Chapter C was 

named at the Chapter of 

the Year for 2015. 

When we were at the 

Region Rally all five 

states within our Region 

(Texas, Louisiana, Ar-

kansas, Oklahoma and 

Kansas) had their Dis-

trict Chapter of the Year present. Guess What? 

Texas Chapter C was selected at the Region H 

Chapter of the year over all the other states 

within our Region. 

What a GREAT 

JOB.  Did you know 

we had Talent in 

Texas. Chapter T.  

The Chapter Direc-

tors, Jim and Alvalin 

Woodul also won an 

award. What great 

Talent. 

 

OH and let’s not forget the winners of the Red 
Nose Contest. Your very own Texas Directors. 
That was a lot of fun. We had pop corn, cotton 
candy, dog 
dogs and candy 
apples. We 
played several 
carnival games 
that was a big 
hit. FUN FUN 
FUN. 
 

Now it time to 
start thinking 
about attending 
the Texas Dis-
trict Rally in 
Temple Texas, 
if you have not 
already.  We 
have the largest 
state in our Region and have over 3000 mem-
bers in Texas. Come on TEXAS, let’s get to-
gether and have some fun. We have a lot of 

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 
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things planned for everyone, from bingo and 
Card making class to tossing cow patties and 
shooting. Don’t forget to bring your decorated 
horse for riding and judging. We can’t wait to 
see all the great ideas everyone has come up 
with.  
 

The host hotel (Holiday Inn) has been gra-

cious enough to extend the cutoff date to 

April 4
th

, 2016. The hotel information is on the 
Registration form at the top. If the host hotel is 
full please call the over flow hotel on the form.  
 
Oh and we have already chosen the next year 
location for the 2017 Texas District Rally, 
come and see. We will be announcing it at 
closing ceremony.  
 
BTW 
For all of you that may have forgotten Chapter 
C was the first winner of the Chapter Partici-
pation award in 2015 at the Texas Rally.  
Chapter C has thrown down a challenge this 

year to any chapter that thinks they can win it 
to come and get it. 
 
Don’t forget to check our website and click on 
the registration tab to see new information. 
Also check out the upcoming events under the 
FUN tab to see what’s happening next.  
 
Let’s get out there and Ride, Visit and have 
Fun. 
 

Mike & Robin Thacker 
District Directors 
 
=================================== 

Today in History 
 

April 18, 1775 - The Midnight Ride of Paul 
Revere and William Dawes occurred as the 
two men rode out of Boston about 10 p.m. to 
warn patriots at Lexington and Concord of the 
approaching British  

TEXAS DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
Mike and Robin Thacker 

Continued 
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What a great time we had in Marshall at the 
Region H Rally.  We departed the Austin Area 
around 9 AM there was a slight chance of rain 
but it did not look that bad.  On the way we hit a 
couple of small showers.  Just enough to get 
the bike dirty but not enough to even stop to 
put on rain gear.  We did hit a number of places 
we could tell it had rained quite a bit but over all 
we were pretty lucky.  We were almost to Hen-
derson and we had to stop to put on an addi-
tional layer.  We had a 20 degree drop in about 
5 miles.   
 
When we got to Marshall we ran into a few folk 
that actually hit the rain and got a little wet.  
The welcome party downtown Marshall was a 
lot of fun.  Kind of like a carnival that was put 
on by the Visitors Bureau.  They had food to 
eat and games to play.  Just about the time 
Dawn and I decided to head for the hotel they 
were letting folks about the Ice Cream.  Well it 
was a little cool and I have to admit this was 
the first time I have turned down Ice Cream.   
 
The rest of the week was great.  It stayed a lit-
tle cool but not so cool that it interfered with 
any of he fun.  This year Dawn and I left on 
Saturday around Noon, only because my sister 
was coming down from the Dallas area on Sun-
day morning and we want to be home on Satur-
day night to prepare for their visit.  I have to ad-
mit the ride home was not too bad until we got 
to about Hearne.  At that point we started head-
ing more of a western direction and the wind 
was very gusty from the north.  Most of you rid-
ers know this ends up causing a lot of whipping 
back and forth and you have to hang on to the 
bike to stay in your track   When we got to Tay-
lor we headed south and with the wind behind 
us it was much more comfortable.  We got 
home just at sunset when the air was getting 
cool.  We almost stopped to put on some addi-

tional clothes but we were so close we just 
pressed forward.  When we got home I had to 
start up the wood stove.  This was the first time 
in about 3 weeks we had to have a fire.  I have 
to admit this winter we were very fortunate.  
The weather cooperated and the rain filled the 
central Texas lakes. 
 
Dawn and I hope to see everyone at the Louisi-
ana Rally.  Our plans are to head through 
Houston and stop to get our Visa for Brazil.  
Then on to Lafayette.  The week after Louisi-
ana (April 9th) is the Chapter O Bluebonnet 
Rally and we are very involved in that.  On 
Monday 11th we head to Brazil to visit some 
friends in Buzios (this is about 2 hours East of 
Rio).  We will miss the Kansas Rally but I am 
guessing they will understand. 
 
Don’t forget third week of May is the Texas 
Rally in Temple and the week after that is the 
Arkansas Rally.  I am guessing you can see 
our plate is pretty full but that is what keeps 
Dawn and me young.   
 
Until we see all our friends again, please stay 
safe and most of all have FUN 
 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 

Texas Assistant District Directors 
Newsletter Editor  -  Web Master 
Senior University Trainer 

 
BTW: Congratulations to Randy and Kathy 

Reese from Chapter O.  They did a great 
job at the Region Rally and were awarded 
the Region H Couple of the Year.  Randy 
and Kathy are good friends of ours. 

TEXAS ASSISTANT DD / EDITOR / WEBMASTER 
Tom & Dawn Sprague 
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2015 / 2016 RANDY & KATHY REESE 

Texas COY Adventures 

Congratulations to the NEW Region H COY 
 
Congratulations to Randy and Kathy Reese.  At 
the Region H Rally in Marshall they were 
named the 2016/17 Region H Couple Of the 
Year.  The competition was tough but they defi-
nitely shined in their presentation.   
 
 
Greetings Texas District 
Wow – March was a busy month. We partici-
pated in the Goldwing University Training De-
velopment Program with several other gold-
wingers. We learned a lot and we had a very 
good time learning to be presenters for Gold-
wing University.  Taking the class is just part of 
the process. You also must prepare and pre-
sent a seminar and be evaluated on your pres-
entation. Randy and I from Chapter O joined 
with Scott and Judy Finnell from Chapter T2 

and we put together a mini rider education day 
so that we could complete the process and pro-
vide training for our members at the same time. 
 
Between the four of us, we presented seminars 
on: Co-Rider; Going Going Gone; Night Riding; 
and Motorcycling for the Mature Rider. We had 
about 20 people in attendance and it was a 
really great day. We got to practice our presen-
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TEXAS DISTRICT COUPLE OF THE YEAR  

2015 / 2016 RANDY & KATHY REESE 

Texas COY Adventures 

Continued 

tation skills and our members got educated. 
There was a lot of audience participation in the 
discussions, so we learned things from them as 
well.  We would like to offer a BIG thanks to 
David Strebbing for providing the location, 
thank you to all those who attended and for be-
ing our guinea pigs and of course, thank you to 
Karen Frazier for coming to Austin to evaluate 
us. Thankfully, we all passed and are all now 
certified to teach Rider Education workshops. 
We’ll work on becoming certified in other areas 
as well so stay tuned. 
 
Of course, where 
two or more gold-
wingers are gath-
ered, there must 
be food involved. 
You guessed it. 
After the seminars 
were over, we 
headed out for a 
short ride and ended up at a place called “Boat 
House Grill” near Lake Travis. Weather was 
beautiful and we got to sit in the outside barn 
and enjoy burgers, catfish and more. It was a 
wonderful day.  
 
Next stop – Region H 
Rally in Marshall. Fri-
day morning arrived 
quickly and Randy and 
I turned our practice 
into purpose when we 
participated in the Re-
gion H Couple of the 
Year Selection Proc-
ess. In case you have-
n’t heard, we were selected as the NEW Re-
gion H Couple of the Year. Randy and I are 

thrilled to have been chosen as your 2016-
2017 Region H Couple of the Year and we look 
forward to what lies ahead. 
 
We want to express our sincerest appreciation 
for the other couples that participated with us – 
Brenda and Rick Kistler from Kansas and Mary 
and Mickey Searles from Louisiana. We sin-
cerely enjoyed getting to know them and we 
look forward to seeing them again at their up-
coming district rallies. 
 
Looking ahead, we plan to go to the Louisiana 
District Rally. Many of our friends say “you’ve 
never been to the Louisiana Rally?” and then 
they say “you gotta go”. So, we are going and 
are anxious to experience all the fun and frivol-
ity that has been promised. The week after that 

is our chapter’s (Chapter O from Austin) Blue-
bonnet Rally in Fredericksburg. I encourage 
everyone to attend this rally. With all the rain 
we have been 
having, wildflow-
ers are guaran-
teed to be better 
than ever and it 
is some of the 
best motorcycle 
riding in the 
state of Texas. 
 
Have Fun, Be Safe and remember ATGATT! 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Couple of the Year 2015-16 
Region H Couple of the Year 2016-17 
Texas District Educators. 
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Be Safe, Be Insured! 
Taken from Jeff Harville 
 
Doesn’t it seem odd to pay for something you 
hope you never have to use? With the price of 
today’s motorcycles and the increased cost in 
medical care, although many view insurance as 
a necessary evil, when you need it, you’re 
really glad you have it!   
 
Most riders don’t think about insurance until af-
ter they’ve had an accident or their bike has 
been stolen, however, nothing gives you more 
peace of mind than knowing you, your passen-
ger, and your bike are fully covered in case 
something happens.  Therefore one of the first 
things you do when you buy a new motorcycle 
is call your insurance agent and get yourself 
covered.  Chances are you’re in a big hurry to 
ride off, and who cares what kind of coverage 
you have as long as you can get your financing 
and tags, right? 
 
Many riders don’t take the extra time to learn 
what is and is not covered by their insurance 
policy. For example, if you are injured by the 
guardrail that jumped out in front of you, who 
pays for your medical bills and time off work? 
Most riders exclude Personal Injury Protection 
from their bike policy because most of the time 
it doubles the rate. However, hopefully you 
have medical or hospitalization coverage which 
would pay for your injuries. 
 
Collision covers the bike if you crash it or 
someone else crashes into you.  Comprehen-
sive covers the bike if it is stolen, catches fire or 
is damaged in a storm.  How many bikes do 
you see that don’t have fairings, windshields, 
saddlebags or some type of additional equip-
ment? It's usually not covered unless you tell 
your insurance agent to make sure it is. Some 

insurance companies charge you a rate per 
$1,000 of customization. Other companies 
charge a flat fee. No matter if you have $10 or 
$10,000 of customization, the rate is the same. 
It's always a good idea to document the cus-
tomization with pictures and receipts. 
 
It’s also important to have enough liability insur-
ance to protect you from a lawsuit. Make sure it 
includes Guest Passenger liability. Should you 
be involved in an accident where you're deter-
mined to be at fault, the other party could make 
you pay for injuries and property damage.   
 
When faced with an accident, it is important to 
remember to always write down the names, 
phone numbers, addresses, insurance com-
pany names and policy numbers of the other 
parties involved. Also write down the names of 
any witnesses. 
 
Now that you have the right coverage, have 
fun, wear your helmet and keep the shiny side 
up! 
 
Ride Often, Ride Safely, and HEY! – Be careful 

out there! 

Randy & Kathy Reese 
Texas District Educators 
txed@gwrra-tx.org 
512-744-3635 – Randy cell 
512-848-3144 – Kathy cell 
 
==================================== 

Rider Education Raffle 
How are your sales going? We have a little 
over 2 months left in our raffle ticket sales. Re-
member that this is the only funding source we 
have right now for District Rider Education. 
Please strive to sell at least your initial 50 tick-

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 
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ets – with every chapter stepping up and selling 
their initial allocation, we will be able to better 
support all Rider Education activities this year.  
 
Remember that the purchaser keeps the long 
end and you save the stubs to return to us 
along with the money. Please do not send us 
the tickets or money until May 1 or you can 
bring everything to the rally. We encourage 
checks made out to GWRRA Texas District. 
Please do not send cash in the mail. Make sure 
to put your name/chapter on the stub too - who-
ever sells the winning ticket will also receive a 
YETI prize. 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
April 1, 1998 - A federal judge in Little Rock, 
Arkansas, dismissed a sexual harassment case 
against President Bill Clinton, stating the case 
had no "genuine issues" worthy of trial. Al-
though President Clinton had denied any 
wrongdoing, a unanimous ruling by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in May 1997 allowed the case 
to proceed, thereby establishing a precedent 
allowing sitting presidents to be sued for per-
sonal conduct that allegedly occurred before 
taking office.  
 
April 2, 1982 - The beginning of the Falkland 
Islands War as troops from Argentina invaded 
and occupied the British colony located near 
the tip of South America. The British retaliated 
and defeated the Argentineans on June 15, 

1982, after ten weeks of combat, with about 
1,000 lives lost.  
 
April 3, 1995 - Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O'Connor became the first woman to pre-
side over the Court, sitting in for Chief Justice 
William H. Rehnquist who was out of town.  
 
April 4, 1968 - Civil Rights leader Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King was shot and killed by a sniper 
in Memphis, Tennessee. As head of the South-
ern Christian Leadership Conference, he had 
championed non-violent resistance to end ra-
cial oppression and had been awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize in 1964. He is best remem-
bered for his I Have a Dream speech delivered 
at the 1963 Civil Rights March on Washington. 
That march and King's other efforts helped the 
passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965. In 1986, Congress 
established the third Monday in January as a 
national holiday in his honor.  
 
April 5, 1986 - A bomb exploded at a popular 
discotheque frequented by American military 
personnel in West Berlin, killing two U.S. sol-
diers and a Turkish woman. American intelli-
gence analysts attributed the attack to Muam-
mar Qaddafi of Libya. Nine days later, Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan ordered a retaliatory air 
strike against Libya.  
 
April 8, 1952 - President Harry S. Truman 
seized control of America's steel mills to pre-
vent a shutdown by strikers. However, on April 
29th, the seizure was ruled unconstitutional by 
a U.S. District Court. Workers immediately be-
gan a strike lasting 53 days, ending it when 
they received a 16-cents per-hour wage in-

crease and additional benefits.  

RIDER EDUCATOR 
Randy & Kathy Reese 

Texas District Educators 

Continued 
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TEXAS DISTRICT TRAINERS 
CLIFF & GILLIAN ALLEN 

Hello Texas, 
Can we do better in 2016? Sure we can – let’s 
go!   Region H Rally has come and gone; Texas 
LTP presenters carried out 4 seminar presenta-
tions over 3 days. We want to recognize and 
thank: Scott Newnam, Steve Van Guilder and 
Brad & Jill Severe for helping out. Many con-
gratulations to Scott Finnell of Texas T2 and 
Asst Texas Rider Education who completed his 
LTP certification, completing the 4th Texas led 
seminar. Overall there were more than 50 peo-
ple who attended the Texas seminars. 
 
On the certification front Gillian and I will be 
busy over the next month travelling to San An-
tonio and Killeen to certify more of our UTP 
trainers from the course conducted in February. 
We are really looking forward to doing this and 
visiting with old friends. This will facilitate hav-
ing new presenters at the Texas District Rally in 
May. 
 
The new GWRRA University Training web site 
is growing daily, why not check it out. Just go to 
www.gwrra.org and click on the programs link, 
where you will be able to select pertinent infor-
mation. 
 
Recently I was asked the question “What is 
Leadership?” Hmm not an easy one to answer, 
so I went online and found this quote which I 
think sums it up satisfactorily: 
 
“Leadership is a process of social influence, 
which maximizes the efforts of others, towards 
the achievement of a goal”. 
Key elements of this definition: 
• Leadership stems from social influence, not 

authority or power 
• Leadership requires others, and that implies 

they don’t need to be “direct reports” 

• No mention of personality traits, attributes, 
or even a title; there are many styles, many 
paths, to effective leadership 

• It includes a goal, not influence with no in-
tended outcome 

 
As a member of the 
GWRRA UTP seminar 
presenter team we are 
all leaders, it doesn’t 
matter that no one re-
ports to you, it doesn’t 
matter that we are all volunteers in this great or-
ganization of ours. What actually matters is that 
you, like me, are prepared to get up, get moving, 
get involved and work towards helping others 
using your enthusiasm, knowledge and yes often 
your wit to help all achieve their goals. 
 
Our aim is for you to enjoy your time at the 
scheduled District and Region events taking 
part in the events and not having to worry 
about attending seminars. We are always pre-
pared to help you achieve this by bringing the 
seminars to you, maybe as a designated train-
ing day, with a ride and lunch. Who knows, ask 
your chapter directors how you and your chap-
ter can benefit from this arrangement. Chapter 
directors just contact Cliff or Gillian using the 
email address tx-trainer@gwwrra-tx.org and we 
will help out. This doesn’t have to be just for 
leadership we will help with rider education and 
membership enhancement seminars as well. 
We are always working with the district educa-
tors and membership enhancement coordina-
tors to achieve this aim. 

Gillian & Cliff Allen 
TxTrainer@gwrra-tx.org 

Texas District Trainers 
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TEXAS DISTRICT  

MEMBERSHIP ENHNCEMENT COORDINATOR (MEC) 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder  

Hi Folks, 
 
Hey everyone, it’s time for the Texas District 
Convention.  I’m hoping that everyone comes 
to Temple, TX on 19-21 May 16 to partake in 
all the “Fun” things planned for the conven-
tion.  This is the time that we need everyone to 
come support our Texas District of GWRRA 
and show everyone else just how much “Fun” 
we have in this state. 
 
What I have found out during the plan-
ning/organizing of this event, is that things are 
difficult to make happen without all the volun-
teers from the Texas Chapters helping 
out.  Thank You to all the folks that have al-
ready volunteered some of their time during 
the Rally to help.  I also want to say to every-
one, that if you have any time available during 
the convention to volunteer, just send me or 
one of the District Staff members an email and 
we will gladly find a spot for you.  You could 
also see us at the Rally and let us know you 
may have some extra time to help.  All volun-
teers are welcome!!! 
 
I also want to challenge everyone to bring 
some of their Chapter folks and/or friends that 
have never attended a Rally.  I know that some 
folks are still working and may find it difficult to 
attend, but do your best to encourage them to 
come and see what having Fun is all 
about.  Bring your friends and let them see 
what GWRRA and Texas is all about and if 
they join this organization just how much Fun 
they’ll have and all the new friends they’re go-
ing to meet.  I also want to encourage those 
folks that haven’t attended a Rally for a little 
while because, “we’ve done that and don’t 
really want to go anymore”, to come attend the 
Texas Rally.  I think you may find it more Fun 
and entertaining than you remember!! 

 
So, I’m hoping to see everyone at the conven-
tion and that you’ll enjoy everything that’s go-
ing on.  The more involved you are, the “Fun” 
you’ll have and hopefully, this will be a memo-
rable experience for everyone that attends. 
 
Hope to see everyone in Temple!! 
 
Remember the GWRRA motto: “Friends for 
Fun, Safety, and Knowledge” 
 

Steve & Donna Van Gilder 
Texas District MEC’s 
Let’s “Have Some Fun” Texas 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
April 8, 1990 - Ryan White died at age 18 of 
complications from AIDS. As a young boy, 
White, a hemophiliac, contracted the Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome from a blood 
transfusion. At age ten, he was banned from 
school. He then moved with his mother to 
Cicero, Indiana, where he was accepted by the 
students. As his plight was publicized, he 
gained international celebrity status and 
helped promote understanding of the dreaded 
disease.  
 
April 10, 1942 - During World War II in the Pa-
cific, the Bataan Death March began as Ameri-
can and Filipino prisoners were forced on a 
six-day march from an airfield on Bataan to a 
camp near Cabanatuan. Some 76,000 Allied 
POWs including 12,000 Americans were 
forced to walk 60 miles under a blazing sun 
without food or water to the POW camp, result-
ing in over 5,000 American deaths.  
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GWRRA Director’s Article 
Ray & Sandi Garris 

 

Hi to all, Sandi and I are pleased to announce 

the appointment of Larry & Penny Anthony as 

our new National Membership Enhancement 

Directors effective immediately. Larry & Penny 

joined GWRRA in 2009 and have held multi-

ple positions at Chapter, District and Region 

levels since then. Most recently, they were 

asked by John & Barb Pons, former MEP Di-

rectors to serve as Assistant MEP Directors 

on the very strong MEP Team. Larry & Penny 

were also honored as the 2013 Alabama Dis-

trict Couple of the Year, the same year their 

Chapter was named the Alabama Chapter of 

the Year. They have also served as Webmas-

ters for Alabama.  

 

Both Larry & Penny have both held important 

Corporate positions. Larry recently retired as 

a Human Relations Manager and Penny is still 

involved with Administration and Payroll with a 

large company covering North America.  

 

The Anthonys have been married since 1992 

and have 3 grown children. They have a 2005 

30th Anniversary edition "Silver Edition" Wing 

and enjoy riding both the back roads and cov-

ered bridges in Alabama and the mountain 

twisties of the surrounding region.  

 

Please help us congratulate Larry & Penny 

and welcome them to the TEAM GWRRA 

family. We are very excited to have this great 

couple help lead the very competent and well-

organized MEP Team. We look forward to 

their strong influence in helping to bring even 

more FUN to all levels and find more ways to 

help us grow our Association at the same 

time.  

 

Their contact info is:  

Larry & Penny Anthony 

mep.rec.gwrra@gmail.com  

(205) 492-9728  

 

Thank you,  Ray & Sandi Garris  

Your Directors of GWRRA  

Taken from March 2016 Insight 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
April 10, 1998 - Politicians in Northern Ireland 
reached an agreement aimed at ending 30 
years of violence which had claimed over 
3,400 lives. Under the agreement, Protestants 
and Catholics in Northern Ireland would gov-
ern together in a new 108-member Belfast as-
sembly, thus ending 26 years of ''direct rule'' 
from London.  
 
April 11, 1968 - A week after the assassina-
tion of Martin Luther King, the Civil Rights Act 
of 1968 was signed into law by President Lyn-
don B. Johnson. The law prohibited discrimi-
nation in housing, protected civil rights work-
ers and expanded the rights of Native Ameri-
cans.  
 
April 11, 1970 - Apollo 13 was launched from 
Cape Kennedy at 2:13 p.m. Fifty-six hours 
into the flight an oxygen tank exploded in the 
service module. Astronaut John L. Swigert 
saw a warning light that accompanied the 
bang and said, "Houston, we've had a prob-
lem here." Swigert, James A. Lovell and Fred 
W. Haise then transferred into the lunar mod-
ule, using it as a "lifeboat" and began a peril-
ous return trip to Earth, splashing down safely 
on April 17th.  
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Region H News 

Directors Corner 

JIM & REBA BERRY    

It was good to see so many of our friends at 
the Marshall Rally. It was also great to meet 
so many new ones. It was busy, but we had a 
great time. What about that welcome party 
downtown? Wasn’t that great? And for those 
of you who hung around until the end, the free 
ice cream provided by one of the downtown 
merchants to about 30 wingers was awe-
some.  
 
We would like to thank all our volunteers and 
our Region Team for making it such a suc-
cess. We are now planning next year’s event 
which will again be held in Marshall. What? 
Marshall again you ask! Well, you just can’t 
find a location that is centrally located, with 
easy access, an adequate supply of moder-
ately priced hotels, great food choices and 
such a great group to work with as the Mar-
shall Convention and Visitors Bureau. Thanks 
to Sarah O’Brien and her staff. They did an 
excellent job for us. Next year’s theme will be 
“Boogie Down to Marshall”. Marshall is the 
home of “Boogie Woogie”, so this will be a 
great theme.  
 
We have a lot of pictures from the rally but we 
will have to wait until the next newsletter to 
get them in. Since we have returned home, I 
have been faced with filling in for a sick boss, 
trying to recover from a computer virus at 
work, and working on a flooded rental prop-
erty. We love GWRRA, but the job pays the 
bills. Know what I mean?  
 
We had some great talent at the Region Tal-
ent show. If you have an act that you would 
like to take and perform at Wing Ding, please 
get it entered in the talent shows in KS, TX or 
AR. If you can’t make one of these, have it 

videoed and sent to me before the end of 
June. If you are creative and have a great 
idea for an entry but don’t have enough folks 
to man it, let me know and we will help you 
assemble a cast.  
 
As a special bonus to our talent show, we had 
our first annual District Challenge. KS took the 
prize with their now infamous lip sync rendi-
tion of “Home, Home on the Range”. I will 
never be able to throw a football with my 
grandson again! You just had to be there.  
 
There are a lot of activities going on in April, 
including the LA and KS rallies. 
 
Jim & Reba Berry 
Region H Director 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
April 11, 1983 - Harold Washington became 
the first African American mayor of Chicago, 
receiving 51 percent of the vote. Re-elected in 
1987, he suffered a fatal heart attack at his 
office seven months later.  
 
April 12, 1861 - The American Civil War be-
gan as Confederate troops under the com-
mand of General Pierre Beauregard opened 
fire at 4:30 a.m. on Fort Sumter in Charleston, 
South Carolina.  
 
April 12, 1981 - The first space shuttle flight 
occurred with the launching of Columbia with 
astronauts John Young and Robert Crippen 
aboard. Columbia spent 54 hours in space, 
making 36 orbits, then landed at Edwards Air 
Force Base in California.  



PAGE 14 TEXAS DISTRICT NEWSLETTER APRIL 2016 

 

 

Region H Team 

The Hospitality Region 

REGION DIRECTOR 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

JIM & REBA BERRY 

DIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

NEWSLETTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 
 
 
ASSISTANT REGION DIRECTOR 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

ADIRECTOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

TREASURER 

CHAPTER OF THE YEAR COORD. 

ED AND ANN NAHL 

TREASURER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

CHOYCOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION TRAINER 

JACK WAGNER 

TRAINER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

 

WEBMASTER, 

SAM BELINOSKI 

WEBMASTER@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT  

COORDINATORS. 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

COORDINATORS 

PINS & PATCHES 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING 

MED@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

EDUCATOR 

MEDIC/FIRST AID COORDINATORS 

RICKY & KAREN FRAZIER 

EDUCATOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

MFA@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

VENDOR COORDINATORS 

RUBY SEALE 

VENDOR@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

MOTORIST AWARENESS  

COORDINATORS 

MIKE & BECKY STEVENSON 

MAD@GWRRA-H.ORG 

 

REGION H COUPLE OF THE YEAR 

RANDY & KATHY REESE 

COY@GWRRA-H.ORG 
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Region H News 

Assistant Directors Corner 

STEVE & BILLIE FLEMING    

Why do we attend rallies?  
 
The answer to that question will vary, depend-
ing upon who is doing the answering, but here 
are a few answers we suspect you would 
hear.   
 
“I go to see my friends and have fun.” 
That’s the best answer we could think of. We 
see· many of our friends at these rallies that 
we don’t get to see the rest of the year. We 
also make new friends to look forward to see-
ing at future rallies. Where there’s friends, 
there is bound to be fun too.   
“I go for the rides.” This is another great an-
swer. Riding is what brought us together in 
GWRRA· in the first place. It is only natural 
that we would be drawn to that particular ac-
tivity. Sometimes it’s not about the destina-
tion, but the ride that counts. We are truly 
blessed in Region H to have some great rid-
ing, and planning a trip to a rally should in-
clude planning a fun and interesting ride to get 
there and maybe even after we get there. We 
have some rides in the planning stages for our 
Region events and look forward to bringing 
that venue to our schedule. Stay tuned...   
“I go for my riding courses or CPR/First 
Aid to stay current in my Level.” Another· 
great answer. Staying up on our riding skills 
and CPR/First Aid are important since we love 
to ride motorcycles. Participation in the Levels 
program brings the added benefit of being 
prepared should something happen on a ride. 
These wonderful machines that we devote so 
much time and money to can come with a 
pretty sizeable risk factor if we don’t stay on 
top of our game. We’re firm believers that 
“time behind bars“ is therapeutic and “wind 
therapy” cures a lot of stress and problems.   

“I go for the vendors.” That is an answer we 
have heard many times; but how many ven-
dors· have quit coming because they don’t get 
the support at the rallies? We go and pick up 
and feel the products that interest us and then 
complain about the prices and go home and 
buy them on the Internet. The vendors don’t 
make enough to support their expenses to get 
there and stock product. Sure, you can get it 
cheaper online, but how does that support the 
vendors? Just sayingT   
“I go for the seminars to keep up our Chap-
ter of the Year points.” That’s a good· rea-
son and participation is the key to having fun 
at any event. The Instructors put a lot of time 
and effort into preparing for the seminar. Each 
Instructor also has something unique to add to 
every seminar so that even if we have at-
tended before, we can pick up something new 
at each presentation.  
 
No matter what your answer is for attending a 
rally, whether all or none of these answers fit 
you, we are surely glad that you do. The 
members of the Region Team and every Dis-
trict Team in our Region work hard at trying to 
make each event a memorable experience for 
you, the members. If you have ideas, we want 
to hear them. GWRRA evolves because it is 
member driven. We need to hear from you. 
Thank you for your support and we look for-
ward to seeing you at an event near you this 
year! Safe travels and happy Rally Season! 
 

Steve & Billie Fleming 
Region H Assistant Director 
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By the Book 

By: Jack Wagner - Region H Trainer  

“Learn the Truth ..Then Pass it Along” 

This is the final installment of our exploration of 
the GWRRA Vision statement.  There are two 
elements remaining.   

GWRRA provides a culture which fosters 
Members with shared values, team con-
cepts and camaraderie. This culture also 
provides its Members with opportunities for 
personal development and achievement. 
 

Does this particular element sound like it could 
be part of the foundation for GWRRA's motto 
“Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge'?  
Friendships usually form when people with 
shared values begin to associate with each 
other, resulting in a spirit of familiarity and trust, 
which is the definition of camaraderie.  Another 
definition of camaraderie is the experience of 
good fellowship – fun?  And what results in 
more satisfaction than a bunch of friends work-
ing together as a team to accomplish a shared 
goal? 
 
The last element of the GWRRA Vision is an all 
encompassing statement of how GWRRA lead-
ership functions to grow the Association. 

GWRRA’s Divisions work harmoniously as a 
team to increase the membership base by 
creating an atmosphere that provides fun, 
promotes safety, heightens knowledge, and 
by offering a full range of desirable services 
and benefits for its Members. 

 
Divisions, now known as Programs, include 
Rider Education, Training, Membership En-
hancement and Operations.  Operations con-
sists of the Directors, Deputies, and Assistant 
Directors who are the leaders (cheerleaders) of 
the team.  Rider Ed and  Training function to 
promote safety and heighten knowledge while 
Membership Enhancement focuses on the FUN 
– not to say that participation in Rider Educa-
tion and Training can't be FUN too.  Another 
part of this Vision element involves the Member 

benefits, which are too nu-
merous to detail here 
(check out Benefits under the Members tab of 
www.GWRRA.org).  These Program teams all 
work together in an effort to make membership 
in GWRRA the best experience it can be – 
keeping current Members and attracting new 
ones. 
 
A vision statement is a goal for the long term.  
It is an idealistic or aspirational planning tool 
describing lofty goals which may be unlikely to 
be attained.  For Paul, Shirley and the others 
who developed the vision statement, these may 
have seemed like oversimplified goals in sup-
port of the mission to become the best motorcy-
cle association of Friends sharing in FUN, im-
proving the Safety of motorcycling and giving 
the Members Knowledge they can use every 
day.  However, what may have appeared to be 
simple, has sustained our Association for over 
35 years and will assuredly lead us into the fu-
ture. 
 
The more you Know,. The better it gets! 

Jack Wagner 
Region H Trainer 

=================================== 
Today in History 

 
April 15, 1912 - In the icy waters off Newfound-
land, the luxury liner Titanic with 2,224 persons 
on board sank at 2:27 a.m. after striking an ice-
berg just before midnight. Over 1,500 persons 
drowned while 700 were rescued by the liner 
Carpathia which arrived about two hours after 
Titanic went down.  
 

Achieving the Vision (Final Installment) 
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OVERVIEW: 
Wing Ding 38 in Billings will be hosting a new 
Evening Entertainment Event – GWRRA’s Got 
Talent! This night will be the grand finale of Tal-
ent Shows throughout the year among the Re-
gions. Each Region will submit their 1st place 
winner and an optional runner-up from their 
perspective Region Rallies. The Event Man-
agement Team (EMT) will then organize the 
acts and produce the Finale of GWRRA’s Got 
Talent. This will allow your Region to capture 
the Title of GWRRA’s Got Talent! The structure 
of GWRRA’s Got Talent will mimic the TV 
Show - America’s Got Talent.  
 
Prizes: 

1st Place - $500.00 and GWRRA’s Got  
Talent Trophy 

2nd Place - $250.00 
3rd Place - $100.00 

In order to keep consistency among the Re-
gions and to prepare the participants for the 
fun, yet competitive environment, we recom-
mend you follow similar procedures that will be 
taking place on that final evening. 
 
JUDGES: 
Secure 3 judges. Keep in mind that the judges 
should be chosen not only to tally scores, but 
for personality and production purposes. The 
judges that will be selected for the finale show 
will consist of the following type of personali-
ties: 
Howard Stern: Opinionated, pushes the limits, 

straight forward and tells it like it is. 
Howie Mandel: Encouraging, positive and 

overall generous. 
Sharon Osbourne: Positive reinforcement, 

sweet to all, wants everyone to succeed. 
 

ACTS:  
Participants may enter with either a serious or 
humorous act. All music must be submitted on 
either a CD or thumb drive. Each act needs to 
be limited to 3 – 5 minutes maximum. 
 
SCORING: 
Scoring will consist of five categories, worth up 
to 10 points each, with the total possible score 
of 50 points. The finale event will use the scor-
ing sheet on the next page: 
 
SUBMISSION: 
Following your Region Rally, OR if you have 
already held your Region Rally either 1-have 2-
3 submissions come to the chosen Region 
panel of Judges by video/MP3 from each Dis-
trict; OR 2-if the District has not yet had their 
rally and they have time to have a GWRRA's 
Got Talent at their District rally, they can submit 
their winner via video/MP3 to the chosen Re-
gion panel of Judges so long as they arrive by 
the deadline set by the Region.  Your 1st place 
winner and optional runner-up submission 
needs to be turned into KKT Event Manage-
ment via email or mail. KKT will contact each 
participant to coordinate the GWRRA’s Got Tal-
ent event. See submission form on the follow-
ing pages. 
 
Kristi Thomas – Kristi@kktevents.com   
15591 W. Yucatan Dr.  
Surprise, AZ 85379  
800.424.9519, Ext. 215 
Please use the following form to enter your re-
gional winner for the Grand Finale of GWRRA’s 
Got Talent. 
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Hotel Information 
Quality Inn -------------- 870-741-7676-----Host $76.49 + tax 
Holiday Inn Express -- 870-741-3636 ----------- $85.00 + tax 
Hampton Inn ----------- 870-365-0505 ----------- $95.00 + tax 
Parker’s RV ------------- 888-590-2267 
Harrison Village CG --- 870-743-3388 

www.harrisonvillagervpark.com 
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Editors Puzzle Page Apr 2016 

See the answer to Mar puzzle below 

Down 

ACROSS 

1. Terminates 
5. Diaphanous 
10. Break in friendly relations 
14. Verruca 
15. French farewell 
16. Beige 
17. Always 
18. Insight 
20. Fine or decorative clothing 
22. Terrestrial 
23. Charged particle 
24. Classifies 
25. Empty boasting 
32. Promises 
33. Fruit of the oak tree 
34. Henpeck 
37. Violent disturbance 
38. Cubic meter 
39. Spanish lady 
40. Shade tree 
41. Moon of Saturn 
42. Anagram of "Paste" 
43. Financial support 
45. 3-banded armadillo 
49. Dandy 
50. Photo devices 
53. Cordial 
57. Feelings of anxiety 
59. Colored part of an eye 
60. Care for 
61. Film 
62. Shower 
63. Countercurrent 
64. Perspiration 
65. Anagram of "Ties"  

1. Pitcher 
2. Central area of a church 
3. Remnant 
4. Not curved 
5. Fine wheat meal 
6. Bright thought 
7. 54 in Roman numerals 
8. Encounter 
9. Christmas season 
10. Backward-looking 
11. Less friendly 
12. Not back 
13. Melodies 
19. Malicious burning 
21. Records 
25. Drill 
26. Train track 
27. "Smallest" particle 
28. Philippine tribal chief 
29. Large body of water 
30. Sores on toes   

31. Fury 
34. Ark builder 
35. Against 
36. Shocked reaction 
38. Take in slowly 
39. Loses heart  
41. Russian emperors 
42. Academician 
44. Compensate for 
45. Sharp 
46. Like windows 
47. Alter 
48. Prepared 
51. Goals 
52. Winter precipitation 
53. Largest continent 
54. Rascal 
55. 53 in Roman numerals 
56. Feudal worker 
58. Night before  
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If you have an article, news, or other 

item of interest that you would like to 

be included in this newsletter, please 

e-mail it to NLE@gwrra-tx.org by the 

25th of the month 

Save the Date  (Passport Events) 

======================================== 

TX Chapter O Campout / Rally 

Apr 8-9, 2016. 

Ladybird Municipal Park 
Fredericksburg TX 

======================================== 

Kansas District Rally  

Apr 22-24, 2016. 

Atrium Hotel & Conference Ctr 
Hutchinson KS 

======================================== 

Texas District Rally  

May 19-21, 2016. 

Mayborn Convention Center 
Temple Texas 

======================================== 

Arkansas District Rally  

May 26-28, 2016. 

Harrison Arkansas 
======================================== 

Reno Rendezvous  

July 7-9, 2016. 
Reno NV 

======================================== 

Wing Ding  

Aug 31 - Sep 3, 2016. 

Billings MT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

======================================== 

Oklahoma District Rally  

Sep29 - Oct1, 2016. 

“Country Winging” 
Muskogee OK 

======================================== 

TX Chapter T T-Fest Rally 

Oct 8, 2016. 

699 E Veterans Memorial Blvd 
Harker Heights TX 

 
======================================== 

TX Chapter H Rally 

Oct 15, 2016. Raymond Russell PK 

20644 IH-10 West Exit 552 
San Antonio TX 

======================================== 

TTHANKHANK  YOUYOU  TOTO  THETHE T TEXASEXAS    

DDISTRICTISTRICT M MAJORAJOR S SPONSORSPONSORS  

 


